Mission

The Capital Master Plan is a mega-project to renovate UN Headquarters complex in New York to bring it into compliance with building and fire safety codes and modern standards for security, energy efficiency, sustainability and accessibility.

Notes

· The UN Headquarters complex, built largely between 1949 and 1952, is a superbly designed and well-constructed landmark comprising seven buildings. The building systems, have aged considerably and require major repair and refurbishing. 

· The buildings are extremely energy inefficient and no longer conform to current safety, fire and building codes. 

· The complex is seriously deficient in meeting modern-day security requirements. 

· Based on detailed reports, the UN General Assembly approved the implementation of the Capital Master Plan in January 2003 and authorized the beginning of detailed design. 

· This is a renovation and consolidation project – there will be no increase in space for the UN as a result of the CMP. 

· The third annual progress report to the General Assembly on the CMP was published in November 2005 and includes a recommendation for a phased approach of the renovation (see document A/60/550 under "GA documents"). . 

· The recommendation included total projected costs (status per the end of 2005), swing space options (including the construction of a temporary conference swing space building on the North Lawn of the UN complex as well as the lease of commerical space of some 250,000 square feet in an as of yet undetermined location), financing option, progress on design, an update on the budget and schedule and request for 2006 funding. . 

· On 30 June 2006, the General Assembly approved the recommended strategy by consensus, and decided to defer decisions on an updated total project budget as well as methods and modalities of financing, to the 61st session (in the fall of 2006). 
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