Town Hall Meeting

30 January 2006

Talking Points on Conditions of Service (Action 25(a)

· Working Group on Action 25 (a) submitted its report to central administration on 22 December 2003.  OCHA concurs with the recommendations which include:


- Rest & Recuperation (R&R) vs. Occasional Recuperation Break  


- More generous leave-related policies



- Special Operations Approach (SOA) for non-family duty stations



- Lump-summing of repatriation travel



- Lump-sum option for unaccompanied shipments

· The Department of Management has been asked to look into their financial implications and modalities of implementation.  
· While some of these issues are under consideration by the International Civil Service Commission (ICSC), the comprehensive report on conditions of service in the field will be considered only during the 61st session of the General Assembly, in 2006.  
· In light of the fact that OCHA field staff continue to suffer as a result of conditions of service that are incompatible to those of the United Nations Funds and Programmes, OCHA continues to seek authorization, on an exceptional basis, to proceed with immediate implementation of the recommendations of the Working Group that will be funded from OCHA’s extra-budgetary resources. 
